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SCHOOL  LIBRARIES 

Section  1181.  Library  fund. 

1182.  Districts  of  third  class. 

1183.  Districts  of  the  first  and  second  classes. 

1184.  Location  and  control  of  libraries. 

1185.  Rules-reports. 

1186.  Selection  of  books. 

1181.  Library  fund.  A  library  fund  is  hereby  created, 
and  the  board  of  school  trustees  must  expend  the  library  fund, 
together  with  such  moneys  as  may  be  added  thereto  by  dona- 
tion, the  purchase  of  books  for  a  school  library,  including  books 
for  supplementary  work;  provided,  that  in  school  districts  in 
which  a  free  public  library  is  maintained  such  library  fund 
may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  used  for  the 
payment  of  the  current  expenses  for  maintenance  of  the 
schools;  provided  also  that,  with  the  approval  of  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  any  surplus  in  the  library  fund,  after 
furnishing  all  necessary  reference  works  and  library  books, 
may  be  spent  for  other  needed  equipment. 

1182.  Districts  of  the  third  class.  In  districts  of  the  third 
class,  the  library  fund  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  county  school  fund  annually  ap- 
portioned to  the  district;  provided,  that  if  such  ten  per  cent,  ex- 
ceed fifty  dollars,  fifty  dollars  only  shall  be  apportioned  to  the 
district. 

1183.  Districts  of  the  first  and  second  classes.  In  districts 
of  the  first  and  second  classes,  the  library  fund  shall  consist  of 
a  sum  not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars  for  every  five  hundred  children 
or  major  fraction  thereof,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty- 
one  years,  annually  taken  from  the  general  school  fund  of  the 
county  apportioned  to  such  district. 

1184.  Location  and  control  of  libraries.  The  library  shall 
be  under  the  control  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  must  be  kept, 
when  practicable,  in  the  schoolhouse,  and  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  pupils  and  all  residents  of  the  district. 

1185.  Rulesrreports.  The  trustees  shall  be  held  account- 
able for  the  proper  care  and  preservation  of  the  library,  and 
shall  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  not  provided  for 
by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  not  inconsistent 
therewith;  and  they  shall  report  annually  to  the  county  superin- 
tendent all  library  statistics  which  may  be  required  by  the 
blanks  furnished  for  the  purpose  by  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction. 


1185.  Selection  of  books.  All  books  shall  be  selected  by 
the  county  superintendent  cmd  school  trustees,  acting  together, 
from  lists  approved  by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  county  superintendent  in  his  visits 
to  inspect  the  library,  and  to  make  such  suggestions  regard- 
ing its  use  and  care  as  he  may  deem  advisable.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  to  formulate 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  school  libraries,  and  furnish  to  the 
county  superintendent,  from  time  to  time,  such  instruction  and 
information  as  will  make  the  use  of  the  library  most  effective. 
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STATE  LIBRARY-LAW  LIBRARY-HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY  OF  MONTANA 

Section  1547.  What  constitutes  state  library. 

1548.  Departments  and  control. 

1549.  Powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  trustees. 

1550.  Librarian. 

1551.  Duties  of  librarian. 

1552.  Use  of  books. 

1553.  When  to  be  returned. 

1554.  Books  taken  by  state  officers. 

1555.  Liability  for  injuries  to  books. 

1556.  Library  funds. 

1557.  Library  hours. 

1558.  Salaries. 

1559.  Bond  of  librarian. 

1560.  Historical  department. 

1560.1.  Historical  society  of  Montana  authorized  to 
adopt  seal. 

1560.2.  Specifications  of  seal. 

1561.  Expense  for  freight,  etc.,  how  paid. 

1562.  Other  expenses,  how  paid. 

1563.  Library  historical  society  of  Montana. 
1563.1.  Designation  of  Historical  Society  of  Montana. 

1564.  Assistants  to  librarian  of  historical  library. 

1565.  Law  librarian  to  index  session  laws. 

1566.  Duties  of  the   secretary   of  state  concerning 
laws. 

1567.  Assistants  to  law  librarian. 

1568.  Creation  legislative  reference  bureau. 

1569.  Assistant-employment  and  salary. 
***     1570-75.    Repealed. 
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1575.1.  State  library  extension  commission  created- 
duties. 

1575.2.  Employment  of  secretary  and  assistants. 

1575.3.  Powers  and  duties  of  the  commission. 

1575.4.  Authorization  of  commission  to  accept  and 
administer  funds  or  property  from  federal 
government  and  other  agencies. 

1547.  What  constitutes  state  library.  The  books,  pamph- 
lets, papers,  maps,  charts,  manuscripts,  paintings,  engravings, 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  state,  in  the  Montana 
library,  and  all  that  may  be  added  thereto,  constitute  the  state 
library  of  Montana. 

1548.  Departments  and  control.  The  state  library  con- 
sists of  two  separate  departments:  First,  the  law  library;  sec- 
ond, the  historical  and  miscellaneous  library.  The  former  is 
under  the  control  of  a  board  of  seven  trustees,  of  which  the 
chief  justice  and  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  be  ex-officio  members,  the  secretary  of  state,  and  state 
auditor,  of  which  board  the  chief  justice  is  president  and  the 
secretary  of  state  secretary.  The  latter  shall  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  board  of  five  trustees,  appointed  by  the  governor  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  thfe  senate.  The  members  of  both 
boards  shall  serve  without  compensation,  and  the  term  of 
those  not  serving  ex-officio  shall  be  for  two  years,  and  until 
their  successors  are  appointed  and  qualified. 

1549.  Powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  trustees.  The  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  said  boards  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  make  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with 
law,  for  their  own  government  and  for  the  government 
of  the  libraries  committed  to  their  care. 

2.  Till  otherwise  provided,  to  rent  suitable  rooms  for  the 
libraries,  and  provide  necessary  furniture,  fuel,  and 
light  for  the  same. 

3.  To  appoint  their  respective  librarians  and  prescribe 
their  duties,  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

4.  To  sell  or  exchange  duplicate  copies  of  books  and  pay 
the  money  arising  therefrom  into  the  library  fund  of 
the  department  to  which  it  belongs. 

5.  To  see  that  the  books  and  other  property  of  the  respec- 
tive departments  are  in  order  and  repair. 

6.  To  draw  from  the  state  treasury,  at  any  time  when 
needed  for  legitimate  and  authorized  expenses,  any 
moneys  belonging  to  the  fund  of  their  respective  de- 
partments. 
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7.  To  report  to  the  governor  biennially  a  statement  of  all 
important  transactions,  with  suggestions  of  what  they 
deem  necessary  for  the  increased  utility  of  their  respec- 
tive departments. 

1550.  Librarian.  The  librarian  holds  his  office  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  trustees. 

1551.  Duties  of  librarian.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  librarian  of 
each  department: 

1.  To  be  in  attendance  at  the  library  during  office  hours. 

2.  To  purchase,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  all 
books,  maps,  engravings,  paintings,  furniture,  and  sup- 
plies for  the  libraries. 

3.  To  number  and  stamp  all  books,  maps,  papers,  and 
pamphlets  belonging  to  the  library,  and  keep  a  cata- 
logue thereof,  and,  as  the  means  are  provided  therefor, 
to  have  the  same  printed  and  distributed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  trustees. 

4.  To  have  bound  all  books,  pamphlets,  and  papers  when 
directed  thereto. 

5.  To  keep  a  register  of  all  books  and  property  belonging 
to  the  libraries,  the  additions  made  each  year,  and  the 
cost  thereof. 

6.  To  keep  a  register  of  all  books  or  other  property  taken 
from  the  library  under  the  authority  of  the  trustees. 

7.  To  establish  and  maintain  a  system  of  domestic  and 
foreign  exchange  of  books,  maps,  or  other  publications, 
and  to  obtain  from  the  secretary  of  state  such  numbers 
of  all  state  publications  as  may  be  needed  to  supply 
the  demands  of  the  system  established. 

1552.  Use  of  books.  All  persons  during  library  hours  are 
permitted  to  examine  the  libraries  and  their  contents.  During 
sessions  of  the  legislative  assembly  the  members  thereof  may 
take  books  from  the  libraries,  and  state  officials  may  do  so  at 
any  time.  Law  books  may  be  taken  from  the  library  to  the 
court-room  by  any  attorney,  and  returned  the  same  day.  Such 
books  belonging  to  the  historical  and  miscellaneous  depart- 
ment of  the  state  library,  other  than  reference  books,  as  could 
be  readily  replaced  in  case  of  loss,  may  be  loaned  to  any  citi- 
zen of  the  state,  who  shall  place  such  guarantee  with  the 
librarian  of  this  department  for  the  safe  return  of  the  same  as 
the  library  board  may  demand,  and  who  shall  pay  the  cost 
of  transportation  of  the  book  or  books  to  and  from  the  borrower; 
provided,  that  no  book  that  could  not  be  readily  replaced  in 
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case  of  loss  shall  be  removed  from  said  library  except  by  state 
officials,  and  by  them  only  in  pursuit  of  their  official  duty. 

1553.  When  to  be  returned.  Books  taken  by  members 
of  the  legislative  assembly  must  be  returned  at  the  close  of 
the  session;  and  before  the  state  auditor  draws  his  warrant  in 
favor  of  any  member  of  the  legislative  assembly  for  his  last 
week's  salary,  he  must  be  satisfied  that  such  member  has  re- 
turned all  books  taken  by  him  and  paid  for  any  injuries  thereto. 

1554.  Books  taken  by  state  officers.  The  state  auditor,  if 
notified  by  the  librarian  that  any  officer  has  failed  to  return 
books  taken  by  him  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules, 
and  after  demand  made,  must  not  draw  his  warrant  for  the 
salary  of  such  officer  until  the  return  is  made,  or  three  times  the 
value  of  the  books,  or  of  any  injuries  thereto,  has  been  paid  to 
the  librarian. 

1555.  Liabilities  for  injuries  to  books.  Every  person  who 
injures  or  fails  to  return  any  book  taken  is  liable  to  the  librarian 
in  three  times  the  value  thereof;  if  such  book  is  not  replaced  by 
a  new  one. 

1556.  Library  funds.  The  fund  of  the  law  library  depart- 
ment of  the  state  library  consists  of  all  of  the  fees  collected  and 
paid  into  the  state  treasury  by  the  clerk  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  any  appropriations  especially  made  for  this  department  by 
the  legislative  assembly;  if  any  part  of  said  fund  be  not  ex- 
pended in  any  year,  said  balance  shall  not  be  covered  back  in 
the  general  fund  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  but  the  same 
shall  be  reserved  and  set  apart  as  a  surplus  fund  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  law  library,  and  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  law  library  department  of  the  state  library  is  hereby  em- 
powered and  authorized  to  draw  from  the  state  treasury,  at  any 
time  when  needed  for  the  purchase  of  additional  books,  any 
moneys  belonging  to  said  surplus  fund.  The  fund  of  the  his- 
torical and  miscellaneous  department  of  the  state  library  con- 
sists of  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  any  of  its  publications 
authorized  to  be  sold,  and  of  any  appropriations  especially 
made  in  its  behalf  by  the  legislative  assembly. 

1557.  Library  hours.  During  the  sessions  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly,  and  of  the  supreme  court,  the  library  must  be 
kept  open  every  day  from  nine  o'clock  a.m.  until  nine  o'clock 
p.m.,  and  at  other  times  as  the  trustees  may  direct. 

1558.  Salaries.  The  annual  salary  of  the  librarian  of  the 
law  library  shall  be  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  librarian 
of  historical  library  twenty-four  hundred  dollars,  payable 
monthly  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  state  treasury. 
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1559.  Bond  of  librarian.  The  librarian  must  execute  an 
official  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  governor  and  deposited  with  the  secretary  of 
state. 

1560.  Historical  department.  In  addition  to  the  duties 
prescribed  in  the  foregoing  sections  the  librarian  of  the  his- 
torical and  miscellaneous  department  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  trustees  thereof: 

1.  Procure  by  purchase,  exchange,  or  donation,  as  far  as 
means  and  opportunity  allow,  all  books,  writings,  lec- 
tures, letters,  journals,  and  narratives  of  pioneers,  as 
well  as  autographs,  photographs,  maps,  and  charts  il- 
lustrative of  or  relating  to  the  history  of  Montana  as  a 
territory  or  state. 

2.  He  shall  also  procure  specimens  of  the  m.etals  and  min- 
erals, of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  the  state,  together  with 
natural  curiosities  and  antiquities,  preserving,  designat- 
ing, and  displaying  the  same  under  rules  prescribed  by 
the  trustees. 

3.  He  shall  procure  copies  of  all  newspapers  published  in 
the  state,  also  so  far  as  possible  of  all  books,  maga- 
zines, pamphlets,  written  or  published  in  the  state,  and 
have  the  same  suitably  bound  for  reference  and  pre- 
servation. 

4.  He  shall  each  year  publish  a  volume  of  transactions 
and  contributions,  under  the  supervision  of  the  trustees, 
who  shall  also  direct  the  distribution  of  the  same  to 
promote  exchanges  and  secure  additions  to  the  library. 

1560.1.  Historical  society  of  Montana  authorized  to  adopt 

seal.  That  the  historical  society  of  Montana,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  authorized  to  adopt  and  use  an  official  seal  for  the 
purpose  of  authenticating  the  acts  of  said  society  and  for  all 
other  purposes  for  which  the  use  of  a  seal  by  said  society  may 
be  deemed  proper. 

1560.2.  Specifications  of  seal.  The  design  of  the  seal  of 
said  historical  society  of  Montana  shall  be  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: A  central  group  representing  a  covered  immigrant  wagon 
drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen,  showing  prairie  in  the  foreground, 
mountains  in  the  background,  and  directly  beneath  it  the  fig- 
ures "1865."  Said  seal  shall  be  two  inches  in  diameter  and 
surrounded  by  the  words,  "Historical  Society  of  Montana. 
Seal." 

1561.  Expenses  for  freight,  etc.,  how  paid.  The  librarian 
of  either  department  of  the  state  library  is  authorized  to  pay 
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reasonable  freight,  express,  and  mail  charges  upon  books  or 
other  articles  sent  to  the  library  by  the  general,  state,  or  foreign 
governments,  or  private  parties,  taking  proper  vouchers  there- 
for, and  upon  presentation  of  such  vouchers  to  the  board  of 
examiners  and  the  allowance  thereof,  the  same  must  be  paid 
out  of  the  state  treasury  from  the  particular  library  fund  to 
which  they  are  chargeable. 

1562.  Other  expenses,  how  paid.  All  accounts  for  the 
rent  of  library  rooms,  fuel,  light,  and  other  necessaries,  and  for 
the  purchase  and  printing  of  books,  furniture,  and  fixtures,  must 
be  made  out  by  the  librarian  and  approved  by  the  state  board 
of  examiners,  and  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  from  the  library 
fund  to  which  they  are  properly  chargeable. 

1563.  Library  historical  society  of  Montana.  Whenever 
the  historical  society  of  Montana  has  donated  and  turned  over 
to  the  state  all  books,  papers,  and  other  property  owned  by 
such  society,  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  historical  and  miscel- 
laneous department  of  the  state  library  must  take  charge  of  the 
same,  and  may  make  all  proper  rules  in  regard  to  the  custody 
and  management  of  the  same. 

1563.1     Designation  of  historical  society  of  Montana.     The 

historical  and  miscellaneous  library  shall  hereafter  be  known 
as  and  called  the  historical  society  of  Montana. 

1564.  Assistants   to   librarian   of  historical  library.     The 

librarian  of  the  historical  and  miscellaneous  department  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  engage  and  employ  two 
assistant  librarians  for  said  department  at  an  annual  salary  to 
be  fixed  by  the  state  board  of  examiners,  payable  monthly  out 
of  the  general  fund  of  the  state  treasury.  The  librarian  of  said 
department  and  each  assistant  shall  be  persons  educated  and 
experienced  in  library  work  and  shall  be  of  good  moral  char- 
acter. 

1565.  Law  librarian  to  index  session  laws.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  state  law  librarian  to  prepare  a  suitable  index  of 
all  the  lows  and  resolutions  passed  or  adopted  at  each  session 
of  the  legislative  assembly  of  Montana,  after  this,  the  tenth  ses- 
sion. Such  index  shall  be  a  thorough  index  of  such  laws  and 
resolutions,  and  of  each  subject  contained  in  or  covered  by 
such  laws  and  resolutions,  together  with  such  cross-index  as 
will  assist  in  readily  finding  any  subject  or  matter  contained  in 
such  volume;  and  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  preserving 
uniformity  in  such  indexes,  the  index  of  each  succeeding  vol- 
ume of  the  session  laws  shall  conform,  as  near  as  practicable, 
with  those  of  the  volumes  preceding  it,  prepared  by  said  librari- 
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an.  He  shall  also  prepare  for  each  volume  of  such  laws  an 
additional  index,  showing  what  sections  of  the  several  codes  of 
this  state,  and  what  session  laws  have  been  amended,  re- 
pealed, altered,  or  changed  by  any  laws  published  in  that 
volume,  which  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  the  "Code 
Index,"  and  to  deliver  the  said  indexes  to  the  secretary  of  state 
as  soon  as  completed. 

1566.  Duties  of  the  secretcny  of  state  concerning  laws. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  deliver  to  the 
state  law  librarian,  at  the  earliest  day  practicable  after  the  final 
adjournment  of  each  session  of  the  legislative  assembly,  cor- 
rect copies  of  all  laws  and  resolutions  passed  or  adopted  at 
such  session,  to  be  used  by  said  librarian  in  preparing  such 
indexes.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  cause  such  indexes  to  be 
published  with  such  laws  and  resolutions. 

1567.  Assistants  to  law  librarian.  The  law  librarian  is 
authorized  and  empowered  to  engage  and  employ  stenographic 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  such  indexes,  and  said  as- 
sistant shall  be  paid  out  of  any  funds  in  the  law  library  ex- 
pense account. 

1568.  Creation  legislative  reference  bureau.  There  shall 
be  established  and  conducted  in  connection  with  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  state  library  a  legislative  reference  bureau. 
The  object  of  said  bureau,  in  charge  of  the  librarian  of  said 
state  library,  shall  be  to  gather  and  make  available  such  in- 
formation as  shall  aid  the  members  of  the  legislature  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to  collect  information  as  to  what 
legislation  has  been  enacted  upon  important  subjects  in  other 
states,  and  legal  data  as  to  the  constitutionality  and  interpreta- 
tion of  laws. 

1569.  Assistant-employment  and  salary.  To  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  librarian  of  the  law  department  of 
the  state  library  is  hereby  authorized,  and  empowered  to  em- 
ploy an  assistant  who  shall,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  provisions  of  this  chapter,  act  as  law  clerk  for  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  and  shall  perform  any  and  other 
duties  prescribed  by  the  supreme  court.  The  salary  shall  be 
fixed  at  that  figure  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  state  law 
library  shall  deem  reasonable,  provided,  however,  that  the 
salary  per  annum  shall  not  exceed  twenty-four  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

***  1570-75.     Repealed. 

1575.1.     State  library  extension  commission   created.    A 

commission  is  hereby  created  to  be  known  as  the  state  library 
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extension  commission.  This  commission  shall  consist  of  the 
libroricm  of  the  state  university  as  chairman,  the  state  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  ex-officio  member,  and  three 
members  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  who  shall  serve  one, 
two  and  three  years  respectively.  As  these  terms  expire,  an- 
nually thereafter  one  person  shall  be  appointed,  for  a  term  of 
three  years.  The  members  of  said  commission  shall  receive 
no  compensation  for  their  services  except  their  actual  and 
necessary  traveling  expenses. 

1575.2.  Employment  of  secretary  and  assistants.  The 
commission  shall  employ  a  secretary  who  shall  be  a  trained 
and  experienced  librarian,  not  a  member  of  the  commission, 
for  such  compensation  as  the  commission  may  deem  adequate, 
and  who  shall  perform  the  usual  duties  of  a  secretary  and 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  by  the  commission,  to 
serve  at  the  will  of  the  commission.  The  commission  may  also 
employ  such  other  assistants  as  shall  be  required  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  commission's  work.  In  addition  to  their  sal- 
aries, the  secretary  and  assistants  shall  be  allowed  their  actual 
expenses  while  absent  from  the  commission  office  in  the  service 
of  the  commission. 

1575.3.  Powers  and  duties  of  the  commission.  The  work 
of  the  commission  shall  be  to  give  assistance  and  advice  to  all 
libraries  in  the  state  and  to  communities  in  the  state  which 
may  purpose  to  establish  libraries,  as  to  the  best  means  of 
establishing  and  administering  such  libraries,  or  improving 
established  libraries,  and  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  travel- 
ing libraries;  the  commission  shall  act  as  a  state  board  of  voca- 
tional standards  and  library  examiners  and  perform  all  the 
duties  of  said  board  as  provided  in  section  4565;  obtain,  each 
year,  from  all  libraries  in  the  state,  reports  showing  the  condi- 
tion, growth,  and  development  and  such  other  facts  and  statis- 
tics as  may  be  deemed  of  public  interest  by  the  commission; 
the  commission  shall  make  a  biennial  report  to  the  governor 
of  the  state  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  covering  the 
work  of  the  commission,  and  incorporating  reports  of  libraries 
in  the  state, 

1575.4.  Authorization  of  commission  to  accept  and  admin- 
ister funds  or  property  from  federal  government  and  other 
agencies.  The  commision  is  hereby  designated  a  state 
library  administrative  agency  and  is  empowered  to  accept  and 
administer  any  moneys  or  property  appropriated  for  or  granted 
to  it  by  any  agency,  public  or  private,  for  library  service  in  the 
state,  including  the  federal  government,  provided  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  such  funds  or  property  from  the  federal  govern- 
ment does  not  entail  any  degree  of  federal  control. 
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COUNTY  FREE  LIBRARIES 

Section  4563.     Proceedings  to  establish  county  library. 

4564.  Withdrawal  of  incorporated  city  or  town. 

4565.  County  librarian — appointment  and  removal — 
salary — qualifications. 

4566.  Supervision  of  county  commissioners  over  li- 
braries —  branched  and  stations  —  employees 
and  apprentices. 

4567.  Oath,  duties,  and  compensation  of  librarian. 

4568.  Library  tax — bonds  for  building — gifts  and  be- 
quests— funds  and  claims. 

4569.  Acceptance  of  property  of  school  libraries. 

4570.  School  libraries  as  branches  of  county  library. 

4571.  Funds  of  district  library  turned  over  to  county 
library. 

4572.  Disestablishment  of  library. 

4573.  How  libraries  of  city  or  town  may  assume  func- 
tions of  county  library. 

4563.  Proceedings  to  Establish  County  Library.  By  peti- 
tions signed  by  not  less  than  ten  per  centum  of  the  resident 
taxpayers  whose  names  appear  upon  the  last  assessment-roll 
of  the  county,  at  least  half  of  whom  shall  reside  outside  of  the 
county  seat,  being  filed  with  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers, requesting  the  establishment  of  a  county  free  library,  the 
county  commissioners  of  such  county  shall  appoint  a  meet- 
ing for  a  public  hearing,  and  may  in  their  discretion,  by  reso- 
lution, establish  at  the  county  seat  a  county  free  library,  as 
provided  in  this  act.  For  four  successive  weeks  prior  to  taking 
such  action,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  shall  publish 
in  each  issue  of  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  such 
county,  notice  of  such  contemplated  action,  giving  therein  the 
date  and  place  of  the  meeting  for  a  public  hearing  at  which 
such  action  is  proposed  to  be  taken. 

4564.  Withdrawal  of  incorporated  city  or  town.  After  the 
establishment  of  a  county  free  library  as  provided  in  this  act, 
the  board  of  trustees,  common  council,  or  other  legislative  body 
of  any  incorporated  city  or  town  in  the  county,  may  withdraw 
such  incorporated  city  or  town  from  the  operation  of  this  act, 
by  notifying  the  board  of  county  commissioners  that  such  city 
or  town  no  longer  desires  to  be  a  part  of  the  county  free  library 
system,  and  thereafter  the  residents  of  such  city  or  town  shall 
cease  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  such  county  free  library, 
and  the  property  situated  in  such  city  or  town  shall  not  be  lia- 
ble to  taxes  for  county  free  library  purposes;  provided,  that  the 
public  notice  of  such  contemplated  action  by  the  board  of  trus- 
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tees,  common  council,  or  other  legislative  body  of  any  incor- 
porated city  or  town  desiring  to  withdraw  such  incorporated 
city  or  town  from  the  operation  of  this  act,  shall  be  given  by 
publication  in  some  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  such 
city  or  town,  for  at  least  once  a  week  for  four  successive  weeks 
prior  to  taking  such  action,  giving  therein  the  date  and  place 
of  the  meeting  at  which  such  contemplated  action  is  proposed 
to  be  taken. 

4565.  County  librarian  —  appointment  and  removal  — 
qualifications.  Upon  the  establishment  of  a  county  free  library, 
the  board  of  county  com.missioners  may  appoint  a  county 
libroTian  who  may  be  removed  for  cause  after  a  hearing  by 
said  board.  In  counties  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  classes,  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  county 
librarian  except  a  person  who  is  a  graduate  of  a  library  school, 
or  has  had  two  years'  practical  experience  in  a  library  of  not 
less  than  three  thousand  volumes,  provided  that  after  the  crea- 
tion and  organization  of  a  state  board  of  library  examiners  no 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  county  librarian,  in 
counties  of  such  class,  unless,  prior  to  his  appointment,  he  has 
received  from  said  board  of  library  examiners  a  certificate  of 
qualifications  for  the  office.  Upon  the  establishment  of  a  coun- 
ty free  library  in  any  county  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  class,  if 
no  experienced  librarian  is  available,  the  county  superintend- 
ent of  such  county  may  be  the  librarian,  and  mxOy,  with  the 
permission  of  the  county  commissioners,  appoint  an  assistant 
or  assistants  at  a  salary  or  salaries  to  be  fixed  by  the  board 
of  county  commissioners. 

4566.  Supervision  of  county  commissioners  over  libraries 
— branches   and   stations — employees   and   apprentices.     The 

county  free  library  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  who  shall  have  the  power 
to  make  general  rules  and  regulations  regarding  the  policy  of 
the  county  free  library.  The  county  librarian  shall  have  pov/er 
to  establish  branches  throughout  the  county,  and  may  locate 
said  branches  and  stations  v/herever  deemed  advisable;  to 
determine  the  number  and  kind  of  employees  of  such  library, 
and  TO  employ  and  dismiss  such  employees.  All  employees  of 
the  county  free  library  whose  duties  require  special  training  in 
library  work  shall  be  graded  in  grades  to  be  established  by 
the  county  librarian,  according  to  the  duties  required  of  them. 
Before  appointment  to  a  position  in  the  graded  service,  the 
candidate  must  pass  an  examination  appropriate  to  the  position 
sought,  satisfactory  to  the  county  librarian,  and  show  a  satis- 
factory experience  in  library  work;  provided,  that  the  county 
librarian  may  also  accept  as  apprentices,  and  v/ho  shall  re- 
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ceive  no  compensation,  candidates  possessing  personal  quali- 
fications satisfactory  to  the  librarian,  and  the  librarian  may 
dismiss  such  apprentices  at  any  time  if  in  her  judgment  the 
work  is  not  satisfactory. 

4567.  Duties  and  compensation  of  librarian.  The  county 
librarian  shall,  subject  to  the  general  rules  adopted  by  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  build  up  and  manage,  accord- 
ing to  the  accepted  principles  of  library  management,  a  library 
for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  county,  shall  establish  branches 
and  stations  throughout  the  county,  and  shall  determine  what 
books,  periodicals,  and  other  publications  and  equipment  shall 
be  purchased.  The  library  building  shall  be  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  and  care  of  the  county  librarian.  The  county 
librarian  shall  be  allowed  actual  and  necessary  traveling  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  business  of  the  office,  the  maximum 
amount  which  may  be  expended  for  such  purpose  in  any  year 
to  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  In  counties 
of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  classes  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  county  librarian  shall  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  coun- 
ty commissioners. 

4568.  Library  tax — bonds  for  building — gifts  and  bequests 
— ^funds  and  claims.  The  board  of  county  commissioners,  after 
a  county  free  library  has  been  established,  may  annually  levy, 
in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  time  as  other  county  taxes 
are  levied,  a  special  tax  not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar 
upon  all  property  in  such  county,  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  county  free  library.  County  bonds  may  be  issued  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  sections  4614  to  4616  of  these  codes, 
for  the  erection  and  equipment  of  county  free  library  buildings, 
and  the  purchase  of  land  therefor.  The  board  of  county  com- 
missioners is  authorized  to  receive,  on  behalf  of  the  county, 
any  gift,  bequest,  or  devise  for  the  county  free  library,  or  for 
any  branch  or  subdivision  thereof.  The  title  to  all  property 
belonging  to  the  county  free  library  shall  be  vested  in  the 
county.  All  laws  applicable  to  the  collection  of  county  taxes 
shall  apply  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  herein  provided.  All 
funds  of  the  county  free  library,  whether  derived  from  taxation 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  in  the  custody  of  the  county  treasurer. 
They  shall  constitute  a  separate  fund,  called  the  county  free 
library  fund,  and  shall  not  be  used  for  any  purposes  except 
those  of  the  county  free  library.  Each  claim  against  the  county 
free  library  fund  shall  be  authorized  and  approved  by  the  coun- 
ty librarian,  or  in  his  absence  from  the  county,  by  his  assistant. 
It  shall  then  be  acted  upon  in  the  same  manner  as  are  all  other 
claims  against  the  county. 
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4569.  Acceptance    of    property    of    school    library.     The 

board  of  county  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  accept,  on 
behalf  of  the  county  free  library,  all  books  and  other  property 
of  school  libraries  as  provided  by  sections  1181  to  1186  of  this 
code,  and  to  manage  and  maintain  the  same  as  a  part  of  the 
county  free  library. 

4570.  School  libraries  as  branches  of  county  library. 
Whenever  the  county  in  which  a  school  district  library  is  sit- 
uated shall  maintain  a  county  free  library,  the  board  of  school 
trustees  or  city  board  of  education  may  agree  with  the  proper 
authorities  of  such  county  to  make  the  school  district  library  a 
branch  of  such  county  library.  In  this  event  this  board  of 
school  trustees  or  city  board  of  education  shall  turn  over  the 
books  to  the  county  free  library,  and  shall  annually  transfer  to 
such  county  free  library  its  library  fund,  as  soon  as  it  is  avail- 
able, to  be  kept  and  expended  as  other  funds  of  the  county 
library.  The  said  county  free  library  shall  thereupon  have 
such  district  library  managed  and  maintained  according  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  established  by  the  authorities  of  the 
county  free  library. 

4571.  Funds  of  district  library  turned  over  to  county 
library.  Whenever  a  school  district  library  shall  have  become 
a  branch  library,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  the 
county  or  city  superintendent  of  schools  may  draw  a  warrant 
for  the  whole  amount  of  the  district  library  fund,  payable  to  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  county  free  library,  upon  the  filing 
with  him  of  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  district  or  the  city  board  of  education,  embodying  the  agree- 
ment made  with  such  county  free  library,  which  copy  shall  be 
duly  certified  as  correct  by  the  clerk  and  recorder  of  the  county, 
or  other  proper  officer. 

4572.  Disestablishment  of  library.  After  a  county  free 
library  has  been  established,  it  may,  upon  petition  signed  by 
not  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  a  county  re- 
questing its  disestablishment  being  filed  with  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  be  disestablished  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  it  was  established.  At  least  once  a  week  for  four  suc- 
cessive weeks  prior  to  taking  such  action,  the  board  of  county 
commissions  shall  publish  in  a  newspaper  designated  by  them 
and  published  in  the  county,  notice  of  such  contemplated  ac- 
tion, giving  therein  the  date  and  place  of  meeting  for  a  public 
hearing  at  which  contemplated  action  is  proposed  to  be  taken; 
provided,  that  an  interval  of  three  months  shall  elapse  between 
such  action  and  the  disestablishment. 

4573.  How  libraries  of  city  or  town  may  assimie  func- 
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tions  of  county  library.  Instead  of  estcrblishing  a  separate 
county  free  library,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  may 
enter  into  a  contract  with  the  board  of  Hbrary  trustees,  or  other 
authority  in  charge  of  the  free  public  library  of  any  incorpor- 
ated city  or  tov/n,  and  the  board  of  library  trustees,  or  other 
authority  in  charge  of  such  free  public  library,  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  such  a  contract.  Such  contract  may  provide  that 
the  free  public  library  of  such  incorporated  city  or  town  shall 
assume  the  functions  of  a  county  free  library  within  the  county 
with  which  such  contract  is  made,  and  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  may  agree  to  pay  out  of  the  county  free  library 
fund  into  the  library  fund  of  such  incorporated  city  or  town 
such  sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  Either  party  to  such  con- 
tract may  terminate  the  same  by  giving  six  months'  notice  of 
intention  to  do  so. 

11498.  Destroying  work  of  literature,  etc.,  in  public  librar- 
ies. Every  person  who  maliciously  cuts,  tears,  defaces,  breaks, 
or  injures  any  book,  map,  chart,  picture,  engraving,  statue, 
coin,  model,  apparatus,  or  other  work  of  literature,  art  or  me- 
chanics, or  object  of  curiosity,  deposited  in  any  public  library, 
gallery,  museum,  collection,  fair,  or  exhibition,  is  guilty  of 
felony. 

26th  Legislative  Assembly,  1939. 
CHAPTER   132 

An  Act  Relating  to  Libraries  and  Providing  for  the  Crea- 
tion of  Joint  County  or  Regional  Libraries,  the  Manner  of  Their 
Creation,  the  Method  by  v/hich  Funds  Shall  Be  Handled,  Pro- 
viding for  a  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Manner  in  Which  Expendi- 
tures May  Be  Made;  and  Providing  That  the  Counties  Shall 
Levy  a  Tax  for  the  Support  of  Said  Library. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Montana: 

Section  1.  Tv/o  (2)  or  more  counties,  by  action  of  their 
boards  of  county  commissioners,  may  join  in  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  joint  county  or  regional  library  under  the  terms 
of  a  contract  to  v/hich  all  will  agree.  The  expenses  of  the  joint 
county  or  regional  library  shall  be  apportioned  between  or 
among  the  counties  concerned  on  such  a  basis  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  in  the  contract.  The  treasurer  of  one  of  the  coun- 
ties as  shall  be  provided  in  the  contract,  shall  have  the  custody 
of  the  funds  of  the  joint  county  or  regional  library;  and  the 
treasurers  of  the  other  counties  concerned  shall  transfer  quar- 
terly to  him  all  moneys  collected  for  the  "free  librar/  fund"  in 
their  respective  counties.    If  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
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of  any  county  decides  to  withdraw  from  a  joint  county  or  re- 
gional library  contract,  the  county  shall  be  entitled  to  a  divi- 
sion of  property  in  the  same  proportions  as  expenses  were 
shared.  Any  library  district  organized  under  the  provisions 
hereof,  may,  by  majority  vote  of  the  organized  voters  present 
and  voting  at  a  legal  meeting  of  either  of  the  counties  which 
comprise  said  district,  dissolve  its  cooperative  existence. 

Section  2.  Y/hen  a  joint  county  or  regional  library  shall 
have  been  established,  the  legislative  body  of  any  government 
unit  therein  that  is  maintaining  a  library  may  decide,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  its  library,  to  participate 
in  the  joint  county  regional  library;  after  which,  beginning  with 
the  next  fiscal  year  of  the  county,  the  governmental  unit  shall 
participate  in  the  joint  county  or  regional  library,  and  its  resi- 
dents shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  joint  county  or  re- 
gional library,  and  property  within  its  boundaries  shall  be 
subject  to  taxation  for  joint  county  or  regional  library  purposes. 
A  govemm.ental  unit  participating  in  the  joint  county  or  re- 
gional library  may  retain  title  to  its  own  properly,  continue  its 
own  board  of  library  trustees,  and  may  levy  its  own  taxes  for 
library  purposes;  or,  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  qualified  elec- 
tors, a  governmental  unit  may  transfer,  conditionally  or  other- 
wise, the  ownership  and  control  of  its  library,  vnth  all  or  any 
part  of  its  property,  to  another  governmental  unit  which  is  pro- 
viding or  will  provide  free  library  service  in  the  territor/  of  the 
former,  and  the  trustees  or  body  making  the  transfer  shall  there- 
after be  relieved  of  responsibility  pertaining  to  the  property 
transferred. 

Section  3.  In  a  joint  county  or  regional  library  district  the 
board  of  five  trustees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  joint  action  of 
all  the  county  commissioners  in  the  district.  The  first  appoint- 
ments or  elections  shall  be  for  terms  of  one  (1),  two  (2),  three 
(3),  four  (4),  and  five  (5)  years  respectively,  and  thereafter  a 
trustee  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  annually  to  serve  for  five 
(5)  years.  Vacancies  shall  be  filled  for  unexpired  terms  as 
soon  as  possible  in  the  manner  in  which  members  of  the  board 
are  regularly  chosen.  A  trustee  shall  not  receive  a  salar/  or 
other  compensation  for  services  as  trustee,  but  necessary  ex- 
penses actually  incurred  shall  be  paid  from  the  library  fund. 
A  library  trustee  may  be  removed  only  by  vote  of  the  legisla- 
tive body. 

Section  4.  After  a  joint  county  or  regional  library  shall 
have  been  established  or  library  service  contracted  for,  the 
legislative  body  of  the  governmental  unit  for  which  the  library 
was   established   or   the   service   engaged,    shall   appropriate 
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money  annually  for  the  support  of  the  library  and  so  for  as 
possible,  the  taxes  levied  and  collected  for  this  purpose  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  within  the  territory  to  be  served.  The 
board  of  trustees  shall  have  the  exclusive  control  of  expendi- 
tures from  the  fund  subject  to  any  examination  of  accounts  re- 
quired by  the  State  and  money  shall  be  paid  from  the  fund  only 
upon  vouchers  of  the  board  of  trustees,  without  further  audit. 
The  board  shall  not  make  expenditures  or  incur  indebtedness 
in  any  year  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  money  appropriated 
and  available  for  library  purposes. 

Section  5.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  of  each 
county  that  has  joined  in  the  establishment  of  a  joint  county 
or  regional  library  as  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  annually 
levy  a  tax  equivalent  to  the  tax  which  may  be  levied  for  a 
county  library  as  provided  in  Section  4568,  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1935. 

Section  6.  The  librarian  of  a  joint  county  or  regional 
library  shall  have  the  qualifications  required  by  Montana  law 
for  county  librarians  and  shall  come  under  the  same  minimum 
salary  regulations. 

Section  7.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 


MISSOUUAN 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

Section  4998.     Trustees  of  Public  Librcfries — Funds. 

5049.  Establishment  of  Free  Public  Library — Tax 
levy  for  maintenance. 

5050.  Submission  of  questions  to  electors. 

5051.  Library  to  be  established  when  majority  voie 
favors — election  at  which  question  may  be 
submitted. 

4998.  Trustees  of  Public  Libraries — Funds.  The  trustees  of 
any  public  library  created  or  existing  in  a  city  or  town  must  be 
appointed  by  the  mayor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  coun- 
cil. The  number  of  such  trustees  and  their  duties  must  be  pre- 
scribed by  ordinance;  provided,  however  that  the  "library  fund" 
provided  for  in  section  5049  of  this  code  shall  be  invested  by  the 
city  treasurer  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  the  library;  and 
no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  said  fund  by  him  except  on  an 
order  or  warrant  from  said  trustees,  who  shall  have  exclusive 
power  to  make  contracts  and  expenditures  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  library,  and  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
things  for  a  library. 

5049.  Establishment  of  Free  Public  Library — Tax  levy  for 
maintenance.  The  council  has  power  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  free  public  library,  and  in  cities  and  towns  having  a  free  public 
library  not  established  and  maintained  by  such  city  or  town,  may 
contribute  to  the  support  and  maintenance  thereof,  and  for  that 
purpose  may  provide  by  ordinance  for  a  tax  as  follows:  In  a  city 
or  town  having  assessed  valuation  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  ($750,000.00)  or  more,  a  tax  not  exceeding  three 
and  one-half  mills  on  the  dollar  on  the  property  may  be  levied. 
In  a  city  or  town  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($750,000.00),  a  tax  not  exceeding 
three  (3)  mills  on  the  dollar  on  the  property  may  be  levied.  The 
tax  so  levied  and  collected  constitutes  a  fund  known  as  the 
"library  fund,"  and  must  be  expended  only  for  the  purchase  of 
books  and  other  things  necessary  for  a  library,  and  the  support 
and  maintenance  thereof. 

5050.  Submission  of  questions  to  electors.  Before  any  such 
ordinance  is  passed  the  council  must  submit  to  the  qualified  elec- 
tors of  the  city  or  town  at  an  election  the  question.  At  such  elec- 
tion the  ballot  must  have  printed  or  written  thereon  the  words, 
"Public  Library — Yes,"  "Public  Librcny — No,"  and  in  voting  the 
elector  must  make  a  cross  thus,  "X,"  opposite  the  answer  for 
which  he  intends  to  vote. 

5051.  Library  to  be  established  when  majority  vote  favors — 
Election  at  which  question  may  be  submitted.  If  the  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  such  election  is  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
a  public  library,  then  such  library  must  be  established  as  above 
provided.  Such  question  may  be  submitted  at  the  annual  or  at 
any  special  election  held  in  such  city  or  town,  and  must  be  sub- 
mitted at  any  such  election  on  the  petition  of  one  hundred  or 
more  inhabitants  of  such  city  or  town. 


